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have to be reexamined, desire fiobassy make these views cleat to Preach and 
make every attempt to ^r&nk and full statement of French intentions in 
Vietnam, north and south. 


5- In presenting t^ e P°i n *t quzwfseidkofw(a8 received) you should point but 
orally to the French that, vith respect to the continuation of the delegation 
general in Hanoi, we would t' 10 !* that Sainteny would not return to Hanoi following 
the final evaucation of Fren 0 * 1 forces from Haiphong in Hay. Sainteny, rightly 
Jbr wrongly, has become symbol or "double-dealing". Any residual French delegation 
‘'in Hanoi should be proportionate to ti* e remaining French interests there and 
yerhais sarvs(as received) in a coneulau CJ* a< **ly( a8 received). 

6: We prefer you recieve acceptable French reactions to paragraph seven 
before giving them our views on questions regarding the character and procedures 
of a new government. They are transmitted in ■subs<? < B ient telegram. End for your 
information. 

7- We have carefully studied the French aide-memoire 6 T April 17, contain- 
ing the French response to the questions posed by the United States Government wit 
respect to the political situation in free Vietnam; before pr6Jdjf(a2 received) 
take ups specific questions of procedure and personalities, we would appreciate „ 
clarification of certain aspects of French policy toward Indochina. This i 

lof fundamental importance, since it now appears that it may be difficult to se 
icontinaed Congressional support for large-scale financial assistance to the 
^French Expeditionary Corps and Vietnam unless certain apparent ambiguities are 
iVemoved. 

are 

A. Accordingly, we believe the following/** basis consideration and I 

we would appreciate Faure 1 s agreement to them: I 

1) The desirability of continuing to assist in developing and 
strengthening free Vietnam following principles of the Franco -American 
minute of understanding of September 29, 195^- The question of 
personalities is to be dealt with separately; 

2) The desirability of giving full moral and political support td 
the established and recognized government of Vietnam in maintaining its 
authority and exercising legitimate functions of upholding law and orde 
and 

i 

1 

3) The de sirability of limiting French representation in north 
Vietnam to the extent necessary to represent residual French interests 
following the withdrawal of French forces from the Haiphong area in 
May 1955 

B. If the French agree to the above, we are prepared to discuss 
possible steps to seek to resolve the political crises . in free Vietnam. In 
our view the establishment of any new Vietnamese Government should be sub- 
ject to the following considerations: 

1) It should have recognized administrative and. political 
capabilities and unquestionable nationalist orientation. 
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2) Any new Vietnamese Government vould be provisional in 
character until a fully elected national assembly is constituted. 

3) It sould so far as practicable result from a genuinely 
Vietnamese nationalist intiative not bearing the ( garble, 
of Paris or Washington/^ 


r 


4) Police power must be transferred to the central government 
and the allegiance of the sects to the new cabinet assured. 

5) lao Dai should participate in the establishment of any new 
government tothe extent of bringing the Binh Xuyen into line, de- 
signating a generally -accepted person as Prime Minister with full 
powers . 

6) The seven-point reform program developed by the Diem Govern- 
ment with the assistance of Ely and Collins must be energetically 
carried out. 

« 

7) Full support must be given to program for* the integration of 
the sects and the linh Xuyen into the modern life of Vietnam. 

8) An effort must be made to find some important and useful role 
for Diem in order to ttilize his political assets and good qualities 
and both governments should urge him to accept some new participation 
to further the cause of free Vietnam. His refusal however would 

not hold up subsequent procedures. 

» 

i •* 

We would appreciate confirmation French authorities accept the points in 
this understanding. 

8. Embassy Saigon inform General Ely of full paragraph seven above. 


DULLES 


2 copies/rk 





b 

A 


